SOUTH SUBURBAN PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT
REGULAR MEETING NO. 887
MINUTES
1.

Regular meeting
A.

Call to order
Chairman John Ostermiller called to order the regular meeting of the Board of
Directors of South Suburban Park and Recreation District at 5:38 pm,
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at the Goodson Recreation Center, 6315 South
University Boulevard, Centennial, Colorado.

Present:

John K. Ostermiller
Scott A. LaBrash
Pamela M. Eller
Michael T. Anderson
James A. Taylor

Management staff:

Rob Hanna, Executive Director
Greg Collette, Digital Communications Strategist
Brett Collins, Director of Planning & Development
Jay Dikeman, Director of Hospitality Services
Andy Jennings, Director of Parks & Open Space
Mike MacLennan, Director of IT
Eileen Matheson, Director of Recreation Services
Bill Ramsey, Director of Golf
Melissa Reese-Thacker, Planning Manager
Steve Shipley, Director of Finance
Erich WonSavage, Director of Human Resources

Mr. Ostermiller immediately convened the Study Session. Topics included the
following.
2.

3.

Items of interest
A.

March 2017 financial reports

B.

Meeting updates from staff liaisons

C.

Upcoming events update

D.

Other recent items

Consent agenda items review
A.

4.

Adoption of River Rules at the Mary Carter Greenway along the South Platte
River

Other discussion and direction or presentation items for Study Session
A.
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5.

Look ahead

A. Future Board agendas, special sessions, and various events
The Board paused at 6:51 pm and returned to the public meeting at 7:01 pm.
6.

7.

Public meeting continued
A.

Formal roll call
All five Boardmembers were present.

B.

Pledge of allegiance

Citizens’ comments
Kay Geitner, 7367 South Hudson Way, Centennial and retired District Board Chair,
reported on behavior observed recently on the trails: There are more safety
situations, collisions and accidents. She asked, any there any current initiatives to
educate the public on safety? She encouraged the Board to look into educational
opportunities, particularly about safe spaces and safe speeds. Mr. Ostermiller
noted the City of Littleton’s and South Suburban’s joint annual weekend, a safety
event on the Greenway and encourage people to slow down and obey the rules.
They are planning a new format for this summer’s event. He assured Mrs. Geitner,
the District isn’t giving up on this.
Lisa Olsen, 8221 South Monaco Court, Centennial reported that she is interested in
what’s going on with the District insofar as development, particularly as it relates to
native plants. She advocates for habitat building and native plantings.

8.

Executive Director’s report
A.

9.

Hospitality Department awards announcement
Jay Dikeman introduced Dovie Lopez, Manager of Hospitality. The
International Live Events Association (ILEA) design showcase has a goal of
creating and showcasing transformed spaces to meet varied guests’ needs
and wants. District staff took the President’s Choice and People’s Choice
awards in the 2017 event, which was held at the Lone Tree Golf Course
Clubhouse. Dovie explained how forty local event planners put together a
series of spaces for the contest. Dovie worked with the Hospitality team to
create a space with a Napa Sonoma-themed look and feel. 120 guests
attended, viewed all the spaces, and voted. She added, these competitions
encourage relationships with local service providers.

Minutes approval
A.

Meeting no. 886, April 12, 2017
Referring to the Directors Items section, Mr. Anderson asked for a correction
on page 8. The Wildlife Experience venue in Parker is managed by the
University of Colorado, not the University of Denver.
With no objections, the minutes of meeting no. 886, April 12, 2017 stood
approved as corrected.
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10. Consent Agenda items approval
Mr. Ostermiller presented the Consent Agenda items for consideration by the
Board.
A.

Resolution # 2017-009: Adopting River rules & regulations, Mary Carter
Greenway along the South Platte River
Mr. LaBrash moved to accept Consent Item A. Mr. Taylor seconded the motion.
There was no further discussion. The consent agenda item was approved
unanimously (5-0). (A copy of the Resolution is attached hereto and made part of
the permanent record.)
11. Public hearings
A.

District master plan
Brett Collins announced the master plan would be adopted at the May 10
meeting. He asked the Board to open the public hearing and take input.
Public hearing opened:
Kay Geitner spoke about the plan partners. She doesn’t see an area for
SilverSneakers or insurance companies. If not, their partnership should be
recognized. Mrs. Eller added, Silver & Fit group should be included as well.
Mr. Hanna added, for the public record, 13 written comments provided through
the website for consideration. To Mrs. Eller’s question, Mr. Hanna reported
some of the input in the 13 comments was not really appropriate for the
master plan. Staff has responded to public who made comments. Any
additional comments or questions can be directed to the same staff.

Contact

Comments summary

Bubes, David

Please don’t undertake any more meaningless projects
like relocation of the teeing ground on South Suburban
Golf Course’s 4th tee. It makes the SSPRD look like it is
spending money on something no one asked for or
appreciates.

Centennial Open Space
Advisory Board. Tom
Woods

I understand that this is intended to be a two-step effort with this MP to match a future Strategic Plan that perhaps
has more specifics. However, that being said, I was
surprised at how thin this document was in terms of new or
specific recommendations and identified opportunities. I
did not see enough detail or clear substance in the What,
Where, Why, or When part of the opportunities listed or
anything particularly new or different in terms of strong
recommendations?
In particular, in my opinion, this document could have
helped to provide a stronger basis for promoting a future
bond program in 2019/2020 (based on the fair to poor
facility assessments outlined) or a future mill levy
continuation to help maintain parks and trails after 2020?
Details in this plan could help to reinforce these very real

SSPRD

Meeting No. 887, April 26, 2017

Page 3

MINUTES

Contact

Comments summary

concerns!
There were some good things that seemed to be
mentioned briefly and almost in passing and hints from
past studies and plans that seemed like good ideas that
need to be continued. I would have liked to have seen
more concrete statements and firm recommendations for
improvements rather than the same old things we have all
been saying for years?
I know they collected a lot of data and statistics - but not
much of it was included in the Final Draft - as if it was
"dumbed down" for a less knowledgeable reader?
Coventry Development
Corporation. Keith
Simon

Just one small observation - there is a comment about the
land east of I-25 being "owned by Lone Tree." It would be
more accurate to say that it is "included within the City of
Lone Tree boundary and anticipated for mixed-use
development but it is not within the SSPRD boundary at
this time."

D., Kim via Nextdoor
community

This is an amazing strategic document. I had no idea how
many areas and resources SSPRD encompassed, so now
have a better understanding of how many options there
are for the community to make the most of your offerings.
One idea - consider providing additional ways to access or
identify parks on the website by specific features. For
example, I’d love to be able to do a search on the website
for all of the SSPRD parks with water, e.g., ponds or lakes,
water sports or classes or rentals, etc. I’m sure others
would be able to suggest other search categories.
Terrific job!

Douglas, Philip

It would be wonderful to have an amphitheater in
DeKoevend!

Houlne, Jenny

Pages 18 & 24: Map of Centennial boundary is not
accurate. Please find attached the correct boundary for
Centennial.
Page 24: Page number missing.
Page 41: How will the Master Plan priorities be evaluated
with municipal priorities identified in master plans? I.e.
Centennial is updating their Trails and Recreation Plan,
how will future projects align the priorities of both plans?
Page 44: "Collaborate" – should include schools as well as
an example.
Page 46: "Leverage" – Do the co-location of new assets
have to be at new facilities?
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Contact

Comments summary

Page 48: Importance of enriching wellness seems to miss
the 65+ demographic.
Most of the information is describing youth.
Page 50: Suggest adding a photo of 65+ population. All
photos are of younger generations.
Page 54: "Collaborate" – Add “and support” after second
goal “coordinate…”
Page 57: location of photo?
Page 58: Suggest adding a photo of 65+ population. All
photos are of younger generations.
Page 59: location of photo?
Page 66: Middle photo is of poor quality. Page 70:
Location of photo?
Page 78: Centennial uses the phrase “aging in
community”. Overall great plan with a beautiful layout,
colors and graphics.
Jon Williams

I was reading through the SSPRD Master Plan but could
not locate any tables or information regarding upcoming
planned or prioritized capital projects. I apologized if I
missed the information.
What I was focused on was trying to locate information on
the underpass at C-470 and the Platte River. I was hoping
South Suburban used the C-470 expansion project as an
opportunity to deal with some of the problems that exist at
this pinch point. I understand that like many other
agencies South Suburban struggles to with finances vs.
needs of the users. Since CDOT will need to replace the
bridge in this location and had to work through the
Environmental Clearances, I am hoping this opportunity
was not missed to improve this portion of the trail system.
Thanks in advance, Jon Williams

Rupnow, Sallie

One more thing. I would like to see is to limit or eliminate
the use of styrofoam cups, and become a leader in only
using recycled cups etc. I work at Littleton Golf and
Tennis, and we go through an astronomical amount of
styrofoam cups!
Wouldn’t it be great to be the environmental model to
follow in the hospitality department as well!!

S., Lisa via Nextdoor
community

SSPRD

Is there a dog park in the master plan? 88 pages is too
much to read.
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Contact

Comments summary

S., Mimi via Nextdoor
community. Cherry Park
Heritage Place

I’d like to see more parking lots with solar coverage for
shade and electric power such as the one at Kaiser on
Arapahoe near Holly. This makes total sense and I
appreciate the shade on a hot summer day. Please make
this type of parking lot mandatory to all new lots in future
years and if possible provide credits to help with incentive
for existing parking lots and cost.
And, I’d really like to have more birds in the area. We don’t
have enough in my neighborhood area in particular. I’m
sure we have lots of birds along the canal and other
wooded areas. More water features are needed in other
areas to attract birds. We need to coexist with wildlife, not
kill them or make them run away.
There are lots of wild geese in Greenwood Village and we
all seem to manage a peaceful coexistence. No one runs
them over and they are generally well loved. We need
more of this type of community. GV also kills the coyotes
which I don’t agree with.
Also would like to see ordinances around bee-killing
pesticides and weed killers - there are plenty of other
nontoxic (to humans and our dogs / cats as well) that don’t
cause harm - more options need to be available mandated would be nice. Also have seen other cities /
areas in country outlaw fracking in their areas - I support
that as well.
Anything to protect our watershed - also would be
welcome. Which by the way helps birds and other wildlife.
And increases our enjoyment of the outdoors.
I’d love to own and operate a moped; however, the roads
aren’t safe enough for me to feel like this is an option.
Arapahoe Road would be my primary route to just about
everywhere and it’s too inhospitable to small vehicles. That
prevents me from owning a moped and biking for that
matter. I hate the fact that if I want to leave my car at home
I’m going to feel unsafe and setting myself up for serious
injury possibilities. No thank you.
AND finally, the underpass on Arapahoe Road near
Quebec from Heritage Place over to the other side - that
was designed really badly. The path from the sidewalk
down to the tunnel on the north side makes a person walk
close to the traffic and, if coming from the east, you have
to walk past the opening quite far and then double back
and down. I hate it. I’d like to use it but not like this. Can’t
another friendlier route be created either coming from the
neighborhood at the opening in the fence or some other
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Contact

Comments summary

solution? I’ve used it once when it first opened and have
never wanted to repeat the experience again. I’d rather
walk across the street at surface level.
Swartzbacker, Robin

Nice job …
1. From page 52 and 53 (see below): Requiring
(“strategically locating entrances”) people to use
“alternative modes of transportation” to use a park or
facility is not appropriate. When I go to a park or open
space it is to spend time there – not to spend time getting
there. Accessibility should not be limited in such a manner
as these are public facilities and are paid for by public
funds for everyone, not just those who want to use
“alternative mode of transportation” even if it is only ½ a
mile away. As it is discrimination, it is wholly unfair and
simply wrong to decide who gets to use a park or facility
because of how they choose to travel there.
2. Table 1 (See below) shows there is an issue with the
condition of the facilities. There are 7 out of 19 or 37%
rated poor and 6 out of 19 or 32% rated fair. When 68% of
the facilities are only poor and fair, money should be spent
on maintaining what we have instead of new things. And
that includes maintaining parks and open space vs adding
new ones. Maintaining what we have in good condition
should be the top priority as it is shows proper fiduciary
responsibility.
Thank-you for your work on the plan.

Unknown: Nextdoor
Community comment

A priority should be to bring the foxes back. The City of
Littleton is experiencing a rat crisis.

W., Marjorie via
Nextdoor community

Thank you for the information. As a senior, I am
disappointed that there seem to be fewer programs for our
old folk. Great for children ... fabulous sports for active
members … older people who live alone have a great
need for group activities.

12. Other new business items
A.

SSPRD

Public Opinion Strategies survey results
Lori Weigel, District consultant presented. The phone survey was conducted
April 18 – 20, regarding a potential ballot question or questions for the
November 2017 ballot. Surveyors used quotas to ensure that the surveyed
group was representative of the District with regard to age, gender, and
geographic location within the District. The surveyed group is active and
engaged with the District, citing high use figures of the District’s recreation
offerings, and those numbers were close to the 2013-14 survey group. She
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concluded, about three-quarters of respondents indicated they would vote Yes
for a mill levy continuation. However, a bare majority would vote Yes for a
bond measure, with those positive responses running about 20% lower than
for a mill ballot question.
Following discussion, members had a discussion on next steps, including an
effort to ascertain the opinions of local stakeholders, to see if there is support
for a potential ballot question, to include bi-weekly updates during the
upcoming regular sessions. Mr. Ostermiller asked when the mill levy sunsets;
and Mr. Shipley reported that it would sunset in 2019. Mr. Ostermiller
proposed the District could wait until 2018 to present this ballot question; Mr.
Hanna evaluated the pros and cons; he encouraged the Board to continue to
think about posing the ballot question in Fall 2017.
B.

Little’s Creek Park Improvements, contract award
Brett Collins asked the Board to award the contract to renovate the 27-yearold playground and approve some additional funding. Of the four bidders, the
lowest confirming bid exceeds the budget by $31K; and current plans include
some completion of the project by inhouse crews, in order to keep the promise
the District made to the neighborhood insofar as improvements and scope.
In a related project, Brett explained the planned sidewalk improvements
adjacent the Park. To members’ questions, Brett explained that the two
projects involve different areas of the park and so there is no strong need to
stage them together. The sidewalk project is anticipated for funding in the
2018 or 2019 budget. Members expressed support for the sidewalk project.
Mr. LaBrash moved to approve a construction contract with Canterbury
Construction Management Services, Inc. in the amount of $193,177.00 for the
Little's Creek Park Improvements Project, and approve a total project budget
not to exceed $350,000.00, including a 10% contingency and other project
related expenses. Mr. Anderson seconded the motion. The motion was
approved unanimously (5-0).

13. Board of Directors items
A.

Mrs. Eller reported on the High Line Canal Working Group meeting, April 19.
Discussion included a report from the subcommittee evaluating the Davey
Tree survey. It was noted that a most of the trees needing aggressive
maintenance (severe pruning or removal) are on the Denver Water side of the
Canal; the District has been commended for maintaining the Canal trees on its
side.
The High Line Canal Conservancy is working on a planned strategy for
replanting the trees in the Canalway, with an assumption that there will be no
water flowing in the Canal in future years.
Denver Water has reported there will be a flow in the Canal this year, for the
first time since 2015.
The Working Group has prepared a list of projects completed along the Canal
over the last three fiscal years. Mrs. Eller shared the list with Boardmembers.
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She also shared copies of the High Line Canal Conservancy’s upcoming
framework and timeline. Work in 2017 - 2018 is to include signage, wayfinding,
and landscaping; and outreach and education activities, now underway. Mrs.
Eller anticipates the Conservancy is moving ahead productively and will be
doing considerable fundraising in the future.
B.

Mr. Ostermiller asked about the plans for the Smedley property access. Brett
reported, staff is working on the rest stop design. There will be a neighborhood
meeting, then the Board will be asked for an award of contract. $100K was
approved in the 2017 Budget for this project.
Mr. Ostermiller reported on the most recent Littleton Urban Renewal Authority
meeting. Following cancellation of a number of projects, they voted to return
all taxes collected, to the County, school district, and South Suburban. Staff
promised Boardmembers a report on the District’s share.
Mr. Ostermiller also reported on the Chamber Legislative Action Committee
session. A bill was introduced in State Legislature regarding the “right to rest,”
which would allow homeless rights to utilize public properties, including
amenities such as shower facilities in the recreation centers at no cost, for
instance. The Legislative Action Committee was unanimously opposed to the
bill.

C.

Mrs. Eller asked about an opportunity to follow up with a bicycle shop owner in
the Aspen Grove area. Mr. Hanna reported to the Parks Director and his
rangers will follow up, including ensuring that whatever vehicles the shop is
offering for rentals is acceptable on District trails. The District has approved
policies (2012) about using e-bikes and OPDMDs. Mr. Hanna proposed the
District follow what Jefferson County is doing now and then staff can ask the
Board if they agree.
Mrs. Eller complimented staff on the recent article about “senior solutions” and
the range of District venues included in that public report.

14. Announcements and emergency items
Mr. Ostermiller announced:
Friday, April 28, 2017a potential quorum event: the High Line Canal
Conservancy celebration for the Vision Plan. 9:30-11:30 am, in Eisenhower
Park near the Dahlia Street side, Denver.
Monday, May 1, 2017, a quorum event: The Lone Tree Hub (community
center) grand opening, 8827 Lone Tree Parkway. Starts at noon with ribbon
cutting and dedication/remarks, with activities to follow at 12:30 pm.
Mon, May 8, 2017. Audit Committee session: Review of annual auditor report.
10 am, at the Administration Building, 6631 South University Boulevard.
May 11, 2017, a quorum event. Lone Tree State of the City, a breakfast event
at Lone Tree Arts Center. Start time 7:30 am.
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15. Executive Session
A.

Motion to adjourn to Executive Session
At 8:37 pm, Mrs. Eller moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to, or,
as authorized by C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4), # (f) for discussion of a
personnel matter. Mr. Anderson seconded the motion, which was approved
unanimously (5-0).
The Board paused briefly, continued into Executive Session in Goodson Room
7 at 8:50 pm, and returned from Executive Session at 9:10 pm.

16. Adjournment for the evening
There being no further business to come before the Board, the group adjourned for
the evening at 9:10 pm.

Donna Shephard
District Records Clerk
/ds
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South Suburban Park and Recreation District
Resolution # 2017-009

RESOLUTION ADOPTING RIVER RULES AND RELATED
SIGNS FOR THE MARY CARTER GREENWAY ALONG THE
SOUTH PLATTE RIVER
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors (“Board”) of the South Suburban Park and
Recreation District (“District”) has the power and authority pursuant to Section 32-11001 (1)(m), C.R.S., to adopt Rules and Regulations not in conflict with the Constitution
and the laws of this State for carrying on the business, objects, and affairs of the Board
and of the District; and
WHEREAS, the South Platte Working Group and the Colorado Water Conservation
Board, together with the District staff, have worked collaboratively to develop fun,
approachable, and relatable river rules and signs for the South Platte River; and
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the adoption of the proposed river rules and
the posting thereof on signs at the Mary Carter Greenway along the South Platte River
will promote river safety and is in the best interest of the District, its inhabitants, and the
river users.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the South
Suburban Park and Recreation District as follows:
1. Approval of River Rules and Signs. That the River Rules as set forth on the
attached Exhibit A are hereby adopted and the posting thereof on signs as depicted on
Exhibit A at the Mary Carter Greenway along the South Platte River is hereby approved.
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 26th day of April, 2017 by the
Board of Directors of the South Suburban Park and Recreation District,
5
0
by a vote of ____________
for and _____________against.
South Suburban Park and Recreation District

ATTEST:

Pamela M. Eller, Secretary
BC/

{00561631.DOC / }

By:
John K. Ostermiller, Chairman

